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PRESIDENTS REPORT

This is my first report to you and I would like to take this opportunity
to thank you for your support in appointing me as your new president
which I consider a great honour. 1 will also take this opportunity to
congratulate the new committee, to which we now add Richard Scurrell
as the Social Member and to Ned Sutton who has retired from this
position, I thank him for his past commitment and help on the
committee.
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My first function as president was at our second Xmas party, a
terrific night was had by all, thanks to Brian Kotz who spent the day
setting up and decorating the room and I’m sure making certain that the
liquid refreshments met his stringent taste testing. We had members
attend this function from W.A. and NSW as well as country areas, well
done to them. I had the great honour of awarding two life membership
certificates to Chris and Helen Pepper, Chris was our inaugural
President and worked very hard to get the Association up and making it
what it is today. The other life membership certificate was presented to
our Member at Large (or our Large Member) Noel Smith whom has and
is still working hard for us drafting the Constitution plus many other
jobs including keeping the committee on the straight and narrow, a big
thanks to all three. 1am looking forward to 2008, we have the reunion
in Melbourne, then ANZAC will be a big day for us all, I would like to
encourage more new members to join our ranks especially the younger
generation, on ANZAC day there may be some Diggers who have left
the battalion or are here on leave please make them welcome Lastly 1
wish everybody a very Merry Xmas and a Happy New Year. To the
serving members of 4RAR (Cdo) a safe Xmas and New Year as our
thoughts are with you all.

Regards to all Andrew Buckingham (Buck)

SICK PARADE

We wish all those members who are ill at this time a speedy recovery.
Also remember to advise someone of your infirmity, so we can arrange
a member to visit you during your illness.

MICK KENNEDY
KEITH TAYLOR

All of our thoughts and good wishes to all of our comrades who are
not feeling 100%
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AQUICK UPDATE ON 4RAR(Cdo)

0 ion Sli

The Co 4RAR(Cdo) LtCol Mark Smethurst, has been kind enough to
supply us with some facts. Of the 396 days the Special Forces Task
Group was deployed, Australian Forces were in the field in harms way
and remote from their secure operating base for some 306 days.

During that time they conducted over 100 patrols or missions of
different sizes, configurations and durations. Some were combined
with Coalition Forces from as many as five different nations.

The Special Forces Task Group was involved in 139 combat incidents
with the enemy. These incidents ranged from skirmishes with small
groups of ACM to pitched battles involving hundreds of fighters over a
number of hours, often so intense with the hasty aerial ammunition re-
supplies where necessary.

The Task Group over the course of the 12 months employed over 217
offensive air support missions that provided direct fire support to the
troops when they were in contact with the enemy.

In retrospect you could say we’re extremely fortunate not to suffer
any fatalities over the course of the deployment. We had a total of 11
wounded in action — a combination of gunshot and fragmentation
wounds.

The Current Tour of Duty

The CO 4RAR(Cdo) is not at liberty to release information at this
time, but as you will be well aware 4RAR(Cdo) has suffered some
losses in recent times, our thoughts go out to his brothers in arms and
their families for their loss. We as an Association are proud of the
current members of 4RAR(Cdo) who are upholding the proud tradition
of the unit to which we have all belonged.

We wish a Merry Xmas and A Happy New Year to all the Members
of 4RAR(Cdo)



Page -10 -

THE ANZAC ON THE WALL
A Story by Jim Brown —Part 1

I wandered thru a country town ‘cos I had time to spare,
and went into an antique shop to see what was in there.
Old bikes and pumps and kero lamps, but hidden by it all,
a photo of a soldier boy — an Anzac on the Wall.

“The Anzac have a name?” I asked. The old man answered “No,
the ones who could have told me mate have passed on long ago”.
The old man kept on talking and, according to his tale,

the photo was unwanted junk bought from a clearance sale.

“T asked around,” the old man said, “but no one knows his face,
he’s been on that wall twenty years, deserves a better place.

For some one must have loved him so, it seems a shame somehow.”
I nodded in agreement and then said , “I’1l take him now.”

My nameless digger’s photo, well it was a sorry site,

A cracked glass pane and a broken frame — I had to make it right.
To prise the photo from its frame I took care just in case,

‘cause only sticky paper held the cardboard back in place.

I peeled away the faded screed and much to my surprise,

two letters and a telegram appeared before my eyes.

The first reveals my Anzac’s name, and Regiment of course,
John Mathew Francis Stuart — of Australia’s own Light Horse.

This letter written from the front, my interest now was keen,
this note was dated August seventh 1917.

“Dear Mum, I'm at Khalasa Springs not far from the Red Sea,
they say it’s in the Bible — looks like a billabong to me.

“My Kathy wrote I’'m in her prayers, she’s still my bride to be,

1 just can’t wait to see you both you’re all the world to me,

and Mum you’ll soon meet Bluey, last month they shipped him out,
I told him to call on you when he’s up and about.
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ROLL OF HONOUR
AT THE GOING DOWN OF THE SUN,
AND IN THE MORNING,

WE WILL REMEMBER THEM.

Once again we honour all those who have gone before us. In
this brief moment of our time may we consider the stress and strain
these men must have passed through before laying down their
crosses of life. Enable us, their friends to be worthy of the trust
they have imparted unto us on their passing; for theirs was an
honourable and noble life. v

May God grant unto their families His peace.

PADRE VERCOE
PETER PRIEDE
FRED (FEARLESS) HOUGHTON
PETER FINN
BRUCE WARNES
LUKE WORSLEY
FELIX (LOFTY) BYRNE
JOCK MCGAYVIN
PETER DANIELS
DAVE ALLAN

To all that have passed in the service of 4RAR, 4RAR/NZ, 2/4RAR and 4RAR(cdo)

LEST WE FORGET
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Your Committee

Your committee of management is comprised of:

President Andrew Buckingham
25 Woodland Court, Grange, S.A. 5022
Ph: (08) 83564676

Vice President Brian Kotz
15 Springvale Drive, Blakeview, SA, 5114
Ph: (08) 82844260

Secretary Michael Fincham
17 Canis Avenue, Hope Valley, SA, 5090
Ph: (08) 82646576

Assistant Mick Kennedy

Secretary 27 Window Road, Willaston, SA, 5118
Ph: (08) 85221357

Treasurer/ Grant Carmody

Property Member 3 Moldavia Walk, Osbourne, SA, 5017
Ph: (08) 82483343
Social Member Richard Scurrell
15 Carousel Street, Para Vista, SA, 5093
Ph; (08) 82645617
Welfare Member R (Snow) Elrington
Fund Raiser 7/7 Galway Ave, Collingswood, SA, 5081
Ph: 0418222245
Member-at-Large Noel Smith
1/43 Stonehouse Avenue, Camden Park, SA, 5038
Ph: (08) 82955382
Editor Ron Blood
' 13 Palmyra Street, Modbury Heights, S.A 5092
Ph; (08) 82640614
Associate Member Sandra Buckingham
25 Woodland Court, Grange, SA, 5022
Ph: (08) 83564676

The Committee wishes all of its members a Merry Xmas and

a Happy New Year.
Any Complaints about the N ewsletter or its contents should be
directed to someone who cares, but not the editor.



